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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The indicated allowability of claims 2-1 3, 1 6-1 7 AND 21 -24 is now withdrawn. 
Rejections as follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 2-13, 16-17 and 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the applicant admitted prior art (hereafter referred to as the AAPA, 
(Us 2005/001 0842 A1 )) in view of Chun et al (US 2003/01 54047). 

As per claims 2-5, the AAPA discloses a method of testing at least one mixed 
signal semiconductor device (col. 1, paragraph (0002)), the method comprising: when a 
test program is executed in a tester user interface environment, the test program sets 
up the test specific hardware modules in a device tester unit and executes the tests. 
Once the test program is initiated, the tester user interface transfer the control of tester 
unit to the test program and the control is not returned back to the tester user interface 
until the test program completes the test execution. Typically, the test program sets 
hardware modules in the device tester unit for a first test, executes the first test, 
performs appropriate computations on the data collected by the first test, evaluates the 
results of the first test and then sets the hardware modules for the next test (col. 3, 
paragraph (0021) lines 9-23). These steps are performed serially, but not in parallel. It 
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would have been a matter of design choice to a person of ordinary skill in the computer 
art to program the test in serial or in parallel (0026) as desired when needed. However, 
Chun et al disclose that a tester for the mixed signal semiconductor device should have 
a special structure in which analog signals and digital signals are simultaneously 
handled. (See paragraph (0006)). Therefore, a person of ordinary skill in the computer 
test art, at the time the invention was made, to incorporate the tester for the mixed 
signal semiconductor device should have a special structure in which analog signals 
and digital signals are simultaneously handled as taught by Chun et al into the test 
program of the AAPA so that the serial test can be reprogram to perform the test for the 
mixed signal in parallel so that the next test (the second test) can be executed 
concurrently with the processing of the test data resulting from the first test to reduce 
test time. 

As per claims 6-7 and 9, the teaching of the AAPA and Chun et al have been 
discussed above. They do not specifically disclose that the first and second test are 
configured in an interpreted software language is Interactive Test Pascal. However, it 
would have been obvious design choice to a person of ordinary skill in the computer art 
to use the first and second test in interactive test Pascal or other software language as 
design when needed. 

As per claims 8 and 10-11, the teaching of the AAPA and Chun et al have been 
discussed above. They do not specifically disclose storing the first test result and/or 
second test results in a first and/or second information storage or in a single storage 
unit. However, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the test art, at 
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the time the invention was made, to store the first test result and/or second test results 
in a first and/or second information storage or in a single storage unit for later use or 
repair when needed. 

As per claims 12-13 and 16-17, these claims are rejected under similar rationale 
as set forth in claims 2-5. 

As per claims 21 and 23-24, these claims are rejected under similar rationale as 
set forth in claims 8 and 10-11. 

As per claim 22, this claim is rejected under similar rationale as set forth in claims 
6-7 and 9. 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2-1 3, 1 6-1 7 and 21-24 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phung My Chung whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3818. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jacques Louis-Jacques can be reached on 571-272-6962. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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